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Emily and Blake of the Mechanical 
Department traveled to beautiful Skagway 
for a project with the National Park Service. 
The team took in the historical buildings of 
the Klondike Gold Rush with behind the 
scenes tours of various locations. They 
visited the Moore house, home of Captain 
William Moore, who originally named the 
area Mooresville upon his arrival. The local 
hardware store had old newspapers over 
the walls from many years ago in 
surprisingly good condition. The team  was 
unofficially given the title of junior ranger 
upon completion of outdoor activities in the 
Patheon. 

The most time was spent in the Mascot 
Saloon, the location of the project. The 
Mascot Saloon is a Gold Rush era building 
and was among more than 80 saloons in 
the area during the peak of the Gold Rush. 
The site displays an impressive collection 
of old bottles, poker chips, and other items 
that provide a glimpse into the building’s 
history. 
Finally, no trip to Skagway would be 
complete without a hike or two to take in 
the scenic surroundings. 

Emily and Blake’s Site Visit to Skagway 
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
 

Living Work….Rewarding, Growth, Sustainable 
 
 

During these turbulent times, we are struggling with many daily uncertainties, broken routines, and a new life/
work balance that is constantly in flux. Design Alaska has been doing business in the community for 63 
years. We know how to adapt as our environment changes around us, and we continue to look to the future 
to promote rewarding professional work for our clients, community, and each other. We are a strong company 
with values that include; Serving the Client, Supporting the Employee, and Strengthening the Community.  
Rewarding work is about every individual doing work they feel contributes to clients and the broader 
community as a whole.  We feel rewarded by doing a good job, learning new things, sensing the satisfaction 
in the results, and seeing our work put to use.  We experience rewarding work in all sizes and complexity of 
projects.  
 
As we continue to pursue the goals of rewarding work, the results are growth in the company as well as in 
financial profits. With greater profits, we are able to invest in even more growth (new staff, new markets, new 
services), and provide the team with wages that allow us to take care of our families and participate in the 
community.    
 
Keeping our eyes on the prize towards rewarding work as we navigate these rapidly changing times, we will 
continue to mold and adapt in order to keep our company sustainable for the long haul. The more rewarded 
we become individually and as a company, our financial stability and growth will closely follow resulting in a 
rewarding, sustainable future. 
 
Our vision of rewarding work will take us into the future for many years to come.  We are a living company 
made up of individuals with a common purpose of providing valuable Planning/Survey/Architecture/
Engineering and Support services serving the diverse needs of Alaska and the North.  It says it all in our 
name…Design Alaska.   

 

~ Chris Miller P.E. 

President, Design Alaska  

 

Design Alaska Lends a Hand in the Community 
 
The Structural Department recently helped a local artist, Somer Hahm, 
founder of the Far North Quilt Trail Project, design the new “barn quilt” that 
now hangs from the gable end of the historic Creamers Dairy barn.  Barn 
quilts are simply geometric paintings hung from, well, barns.  Barn quilts 
have grown in popularity in recent years and can be found 
nationwide.  Design Alaska donated the structural design and Johnson River 
donated the labor to install.  The barn quilt is eight-foot square, made from 
exterior grade MDO sheathing and a lumber frame.  Care was taken in the 
attachment design such that the hidden connections do not adversely impact 
the existing siding. As this is anticipated to be a semi-permanent art 
installation, the framing was designed to be easily removed without a 
detrimental impact to the barn’s historic siding. 
 
Pictured: From left to right: Lissa Hughes ED of FOCF, Somer Hahm, Ryan 
Klimstra and Tim Cardner of ADF&G, Martin Babcock and Jesse Schlichting 
of Johnson River Enterprises LLC.   
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Pandemic Wedding 
Dantasia spent months planning her perfect summer wedding, and then Covid hit. There was a lot of uncertainty as to whether she 
would be able to continue on with her plans of a big wedding with family and friends, need to postpone, or continue with a small 
ceremony. After much consideration, flip flopping on decisions and stress, Dantasia and her fiancé, Kevin, decided to move forward 
with their ceremony as planned. Although it would not look exactly as they hoped, and some of their guests would not attend, they 
decided that having their day was important to them, and they felt safe enough with the precautions that were set up to proceed. 
Restrictions on large gatherings were lifted, travel restrictions were in place, but still allowed for family and friends from other states to 
make their way to Alaska and they were stocked up on PPE. So, with signs encouraging mask wearing, boxes of masks scattered 
throughout the venue, Clorox wipes easily accessible, and plastic gloves at the food tables, the wedding moved forward. Family and 
friends from Washington, Arizona, Texas, and New York were all able to get Covid test results within the timeframe to travel and, with 
minimal delays and changes in flights, were able to make it to Alaska in time to join Dantasia and Kevin on their big day. The day was 
full of good food, friends and family, cornhole and other yard games, music, and love! Things turned out exactly how they hoped and 
they were very grateful that they were able to adjust to have a pandemic-friendly celebration. 

Taco Tuesday 
The sun came out for our Taco Tuesday celebration on August 18. Lane’s Quickie Tacos provided their delicious Tex-Mex 

cuisine for Design Alaska employees. Visa gift cards were sent out to remote employees to include them in our Taco 

Tuesday adventures.  

Florian said 
this about his 
Taco Tuesday, 
“I went to a 
new place 
today to have 
a taco as 
instructed. I 
don’t usually 
try new 
places, but 
this one was a 
winner. 

Photo 
attached: 3 
‘Loaded’ tacos 
and a Coke 
imported from 
Mexico!” Yum! 

To the right are three of Lane’s staple tacos; 
The Alaskan, The Texan, and The ‘Merican 
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“Are you excited for the upcoming winter, or do you wish that summer would last longer? What are you looking forward 
to, or what will you miss when the season changes?” 

Samuel Mitchell 

Honestly, I am torn! If winter spells the end to my hectic schedule, then bring it on! Having 
bought a house this summer, I have been engrossed in remodeling almost every minute that I 
am not in the office. This period of being partially moved in has been a bit stressful, but the end 
is in sight. I do need to turn around and prepare my old house for being a rental, but I think 
winter will stymie some of that work. Maybe that is good because with my first graduate class 
starting, my time with the family will have competition as it is. I have this image of dark winter 
evenings, sitting in front of the woodstove sipping on some tea and reading my kids a bedtime 
story from Advanced Mechanics of Materials – Oh, the good life. I guess I am ready for winter…
as long I can fit in a little bow hunting between now and then – Whatever you do, don’t rush 
September. 

Marina Jones 

I have always loved the changing of the seasons, but this summer went by way too fast. My 
garden could still use another month of growth and the chickens are not eager to get cooped up 
again for another 6 months! I do always look forward to ski season however and hope it is a 
snowy one to get into the backcountry more since it is hard to say if ski hills will be open this 
winter the way Covid is keeping things shut down. I never look forward to the roads but enjoy 
hunkering down for the winter in our cozy small log cabin home. 

Don Hopkins 

Well no need to wish summer would last longer, it already does. Moved here in 1992 the spring-
summer-fall season was really short. Snowed 9” on May 12. Went rafting on the Chena over the 
Labor Day weekend, before the next weekend more than a foot of snow on the ground and 
widespread power outages. They called this “The year without summer”. A bit over 17 weeks or 
33% spring-summer-winter and 67% winter. This year snow gone by mid-late April. Also, if I 
could bypass the leaf shedding season, that would be OK.  

Robin Rader 
I love winter.  I can’t wait until freeze up and the snow covering the ice so we can go skiing, or 
the Tanana flooding back so we can go skating.  Winter is the best but summer is fun too. 

Blake Burley 
The long daylight hours are hard to give up.  I’m looking forward to the frosty fall mornings and 
the moonlight winter nights… and Thanksgiving! 

Eliza Cink 
Now that I live in the South I mourn the loss of winter!  I just want my daughter to understand that 
snow is real, and not just something in Frozen.  Hopefully the army will move us up North 
soon.  I am looking forward to being comfortable outdoors, but I wouldn’t call that winter! 

Chris Miller 

Angie and I love the Alaska fall we are in right now.  It is a fleeting fast transition.  One to three 
weeks from short sleeve shirts, through fleece, to full on coat.   Berries, Birds, Termination dust, 
cool nights, misty rains, red/yellow/brown/green/grey landscape, red sunsets/sunrise, dark 
nights, stars, aurora, great garden harvests, potatoes.  We love our ‘short’ fall. 

Benjamin Mildon 

I am excited to get out skiing again this year, as last year an injury kept me from skiing the whole 
season. I do hope that summer lasts long enough to prepare for winter and ensure my car is 
running smoothly enough for the temperature. I am going to miss not requiring many layers 
every time I step outside my small home, but it will be nice the have the quiet and calm that 
comes with winter. 

Dantasia Baum 
Although I love an Alaskan fall, I wish that summer could have stuck around another month or 
so. There are so many things I meant to get to this summer that I will have to put at the top of my 
list for next year.  
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Final Summer Barbecue 
On Thursday, September 10, our last barbecue of the summer season was held. Unfortunately, the rain made an 
appearance, but employees were still able to enjoy lunch. On the menu were burgers, hot dogs, chili, chips, cornbread, 
and green salad. Employees also enjoyed an assortment of cupcakes in honor of Blake Burley’s recent accomplishment 
of obtaining his PE license.  

Site Visit with a View 
Pictured below is Bill Kinne conducting a survey in Denali National Park. Bill Kinne, James Bartlett, Emily Winfield, 
and Taylor Tharp traveled down to Denali for a site visit to the Eielson Visitor Center on August 11, 2020.  
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FAIRBANKS SUMMER TRAILS CHALLENGE ENDS THIS MONTH 

The Fairbanks Trails Challenge ends on September 30. 

The challenge, a popular event held twice a year by the Fairbanks North Star Borough Parks and 
Recreation Department, is free for anyone who wants to participate. Just find the signs and photograph 
yourself with the sign in the background. Then share your “selfie” photo on Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram 
by typing “#FNSBtrails” in your post, OR post your picture on the FNSB Parks & Rec Facebook page, OR 
email your photos to parks@fnsb.us. 

If you can prove you made it to at least 10 Summer Challenge Trails, you will earn the elusive 
“Trailblazer Award” and be placed in a drawing for awesome prizes from our sponsors! To help find the signs, 
download the Fairbanks Trail Challenge booklet at: http://tinyurl.com/yx9buqnm 

Questions? Contact Bryant Wright at bwright@fnsb.us or 907-459-7401.  

For more info on how to register, visit one of the pages listed below: 

o Facebook Event: https://www.facebook.com/events/334369447465250/ 

o Trails Challenge webpage: http://tinyurl.com/y3lq8rdn 

Some of you may remember Eric Troyer.  He did an Interior Trails lunchbyte for Design Alaska several years 
ago. Sad article in September’s issue about the Pinnell Mountain Trail being damaged by caribou hunting 
seemed timely. You can subscribe yourself by e-mailing Eric at fbxtrails@gmail.com 

Welcome “The Roaming Root” 
 

The Recycling Committee would like to 
highlight a local small business offering 
zero/low waste packaging options. 
Roaming Root Alaska has moved from 
their mobile blue bus into a store front 
offering local goodness year round. 
 
Current Hours of Operation: 

Wellness 
By: Elizabeth Johnston 

Recycling 
By: Elizabeth Johnston 

mailto:parks@fnsb.us
http://tinyurl.com/yx9buqnm
mailto:bwright@fnsb.us
https://www.facebook.com/events/334369447465250/
http://tinyurl.com/y3lq8rdn
mailto:fbxtrails@gmail.com
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 
Labor Day—
Design Alaska 
Closed 

8 9 10 
Company 
Barbeque 

11 12 

13 14 
Flu Shot Clinic 

15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 
Food Truck 
 
UAF Virtual 
Career Fair 

24 
Managers 
Meeting 

25 26 

27 28 29 30    

September 2020 ~ Upcoming Events 

Sabrina Davis September 7 
Florian Kienle September 21 
Josh Clifton September 24 

Mike Schuetz 2nd Anniversary September 24 

Tuesday, October 6th—United Way Virtual Kickoff  
 
 
 Keep an eye out for more information about 

Design Alaska’s 2020 United Way Campaign. 

Blake Burley, 
Congratulations  

on obtaining your PE license! 


